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Introduction 
 
This booklet contains all the details of the courses that are available to study from Year 9 onwards.   
 
In many schools Year 8 students carry on with all their courses and choose new subjects for Year 
10.  By bringing forward choices by a year, our students have the chance to study a range of new 
subjects earlier, which helps their motivation.  We are also able to take longer in properly preparing 
for exams or completing coursework. 
 
Nearly all the courses on offer allow students to achieve the full range of GCSE grades (A* to G) or 
equivalent passes through courses such as BTEC or NVQ.  
 
Your daughter or son’s choices should be based on what they already enjoy and where their 
strengths lie, as well as keeping an eye on where the courses might lead. 
 
The majority of students will complete what are known as Level 2 courses (GCSE grades A*-C or 
equivalent) by the end of Year 11.  We then offer sixth form Level 3 courses, most of which are A-
level or BTEC.  Some students also carry on with Level 2 courses – and may study Post-16 for 
three years in our Sixth Form.   As our Sixth Form grows, we will have an increasingly wide variety 
of courses on offer, some taught in partnership with local colleges. 
 
GCSEs in English and Maths are always important and the Government has recently introduced a 
new measure called the English Baccalaureate (or ‘EBAC.’ for short).   At the moment, this award 
isn’t a certificate, but it may be in the future.  To qualify for the EBAC a student must get 5 GCSE 
grades A*-C in English, Maths, two Sciences, a language and either Geography or History.  
Languages are one of our specialisms, so nearly all students do a GCSE course in either German 
or Spanish.  Students who want to achieve the EBAC should therefore take either Geography or 
History as one of their choices. 
 
You will also notice that the curriculum is planned in pathways.  The first decision is to make sure 
your daughter or son is on the pathway which suits them best.  Then you can work out in detail 
which courses you would prefer.  During the process of choosing, all our students will need to 
discuss their choices with home, their tutor and/or Head of Year, as well as subject teachers.  The 
final decision needs to be an agreement between home and school. 
 
All our students deserve the very best opportunities to prepare them for their future life and 
learning.  Our recent Year 11 results show that our students can do extremely well if they are 
studying the right courses and are well supported by both home and the school.  Choosing 
courses for Year 9 is the first part of the pathway to success for your child.  We look forward to 
working in partnership with you during the years to come, to do the very best for your daughter or 
son. 

 
Principal  
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Core Curriculum 
 
All students follow a core curriculum in addition to their choices. The core curriculum for each 
pathway is identified below:  
 
 

 

 
PATHWAY A to C PATHWAY D 

English Language English Language 

Mathematics Mathematics 

German or Spanish Languages Course 

Sport Sport 

Enterprise Enterprise 

Philosophy Philosophy 

Well Being Well Being 

Core 
Curriculum 

  

 
 
 
Pathways A to C  
 

• English, Maths, German and Spanish are GCSE courses 
• Sport (BTEC) and Enterprise (Team Leading) are Level 2 courses which are also worth 

GCSE equivalent passes 
• Philosophy and Well Being are The Academy’s own courses that cover a range of issues 

which we think are important to give young people a rounded education 
 
 
Pathway D  
 

• English and Maths are GCSE courses 
• The Languages Asset Course is a flexible, motivational form of assessment that 

approaches language in small chunks that can contribute to Level 1 or 2 qualifications 
• Sport (BTEC) and Enterprise (Team Leading) are Level 2 courses which are also worth 

GCSE equivalent passes 
• Philosophy and Well Being are The Academy’s own courses that cover a range of issues 

which we think are important to give young people a rounded education 
 
 
ICT is not included in the core, as is it a key element of almost every subject.  We have an extensive 
range of ICT facilities available, as well as specialist courses in creative ICT, such as digital 
photography and media.
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Choosing your curriculum pathway 
 
All of our Level 2 Courses GCSE, BTEC, OCR Nationals & NVQs provide the opportunities for 
our students to gain A* - C grade passes. We have also added a Level 3 course into the 
pathways for the first time for the very able students. Our curriculum is based on the principles of 
opportunity, coherency, breadth and progression. Each student's curriculum will be unique and 
personal to them. All students will receive guidance and support when embarking on choices in 
Year 8. 
 
PATHWAY A  
 
Pathway A allows students to choose a wide range of GCSE qualifications but also to specialise 
in an Applied Learning course equivalent to 4 GCSE A*-C passes. In this pathway, students will 
study Double Science GCSE. There is an opportunity for students to study three languages or 
follow a Humanities programme of study. Pathway A allows students to complete the EBAC. 

 

 
PATHWAY B  

Pathway B allows students to follow a highly academic programme of study. All students who are 
recommended this pathway will study Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate subjects. This 
pathway is suitable for students who are very good at science and who may wish to study AS/A2 
level Physics, Chemistry or Biology in Years 12-13. There is an opportunity for students to study 
three languages or follow a Humanities programme of study as well as starting a Level 3 course 
in Philosophy and Ethics. Pathway B allows students to complete the EBAC. 
 
PATHWAY C  

Pathway C allows students to choose a wide range of GCSE qualifications but also to specialise 
in Applied Learning courses equivalent to 4 GCSE A*-C passes. Students following this pathway 
will study a double Science OCR course with a greater emphasis on coursework. The courses on 
offer here are of a more practical nature and are particularly suitable to students who are more 
motivated by coursework.  
 
PATHWAY D  
 
Pathway D is a supported pathway to which students will be recommended or invited to join.  
Students will follow a Languages Asset Course.  This pathway has Level 1 courses as well as 
allowing students to choose GCSE qualifications or Applied Learning courses equivalent to  
GCSE A*-C passes. Students following this pathway will study a double applied science course 
with a greater emphasis on practicals and coursework.  
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The Pathways: The whole curriculum offer to year 8 students
 

PATHWAY A PATHWAY B PATHWAY C PATHWAY D 

English Language English Language English Language English Language 

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics 

German or Spanish German or Spanish German or Spanish Languages Course 

Sport Sport Sport Sport 

Enterprise Enterprise Enterprise Enterprise 

Philosophy Philosophy Philosophy Philosophy 

Well Being Well Being Well Being Well Being 

You must choose 1 
subject from each box 

You must choose 1 
subject from each box 

You must choose 1 
subject from each box 

You must choose 1 
subject from each box 

• Double Science GCSE • Chemistry, Biology & • Double Science OCR •  Double Science OCR 

 Physics GCSEs    

• Digital Photography GCSE • Drama GCSE • Resistant Materials GCSE   • ICT Digital Creator 

• Catering& Nutrition GCSE  • Catering & Nutrition GCSE • Dance GCSE   

• German GCSE   • German GCSE • Hair and Beauty  

• Media Studies GCSE • Business GCSE • Media Studies GCSE  
• Child Development  GCSE    

• History GCSE • History GCSE  • Public Services  • Public Services  

• Geography GCSE  • Geography GCSE • Geography GCSE  

• Spanish GCSE   • Spanish GCSE   • Catering GCSE  

    • Drama GCSE  

  • Art & Design BTEC   

• Art &Design BTEC  • Sociology GCSE • Digital Photography GCSE  •Catering GCSE  

• Business BTEC • Media Studies GCSE  • Business BTEC  

• ICT Digital Creator • Music GCSE  • ICT Digital Creator  

• Geography GCSE • Geography GCSE • Construction  

• PE GCSE • PE GCSE   

 • Business & ICT BTEC • Art & Design GCSE • Business & ICT BTEC • Arts Award 

 • History GCSE • History GCSE  • History GCSE  

 • Health & Social Care GCSE   • Art & Design Textiles GCSE • Art & Design Textiles GCSE  

 • Drama GCSE   • Philosophy & Ethics AS   • Sport BTEC  

 • Music Technology BTEC  • Music Technology  BTEC  

 

PROGRESSION PROGRESSION PROGRESSION PROGRESSION 
Level 3  Years 12-13 Level 3  Years 12-13 Level 2/3 Years 12-14 Level 2/3 Years 12 -14 

Higher Education or Employment  
•  
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Making your choices: The Process 

The process for making choices is set out below. Please note that the school reserves the right 
to restrict student numbers taking particular courses. Also if numbers are very low for a particular 
course, it may not run. Students will be asked to choose an alternative subject in such instances.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Key reminder notes  

• Students must choose only one pathway.  
• All students must arrange an interview with their home to discuss pathway choices.  

• Pathway choice forms must be signed by both parent and student as confirmation of 
final choices.  

• The Academy will give professional advice to each student when recommending a pathway  

• All of the pathways offered in the Year 8 Pathways prospectus enable students to access 
Level 2 qualifications which enable students to access grades A* - G.  

     

Stage 1  
Students and Parents attend Pathway Choices Evening  on 
Thursday 10 th   February 2011 
 

Stage 2  
Students and parents study Pathways Prospectus and Identify 
preferred pathway  
 

Stage 3  
Attend Pathways Interviews: 14 th February – 18 th February 
2011. Academy and student recommendations discussed   
 

Stage 4  
Pathway Choices forms submitted and confirmation se nt to student 
by July 2011 
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Core Curriculum 
 
 
 

English Language GCSE  
Edexcel: 

Course summary  
 
Students will study English for two or three years, depending on their individual 
need. Most students will also be able to study an additional GCSE in English 
Literature, as outlined below. Students who study English Language and English 
Literature will usually complete the course over three years, rather than two. 
 
All students begin Year 9 studying the same unit, English Today. This is a common 
unit for all students, whether they go on to study English Literature or not. Students 
will be assessed by controlled assessment in November. Their performance in this 
assessment, along with their performance throughout the term, will determine if they 
then go on to study English Literature.  
 
English  
Assessment is via a mixture of controlled assessment (pre-prepared material 
produced in controlled conditions, in school, within a set period of time) and formal 
unseen examinations taken at various points during the year.  
 
Students will study a range of text types with a focus on language choice and layout, 
from internet blogs to newspaper articles, along with modern classic novels such as 
Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men and a Shakespeare play. Students will learn how to 
respond to texts, commenting on language choice, format, intended audience and 
style. Similarly, students will learn how to shape their own language and style to suit 
a range of purposes and audiences, writing in a variety of different forms (stories, 
leaflets, articles and blogs). 
 
English Literature and English Language 
Like English, both of these qualifications are assessed by a mixture of formal 
examinations and controlled assessment. Students will gain two GCSE qualifications 
if they study English Literature and English Language. 
 
Students will study some of the same units as those studying just English, but will 
additionally cover further units such as a contemporary drama unit (Priestley’s An 
Inspector Calls).  
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Mathematics GCSE  
Edexcel 

 
Course Summary  
 
Mathematics is a core subject and is studied by all students at Key Stage 4.  There 
are three main areas of study: 
 

1 Number and Algebra – including number sequences, solving equations, 
graphing and fractions. 

2 Shape, Space and Measures – including Pythagoras, Trigonometry, Metric 
and Imperial systems 

3 Handling Data – including Probability, Tables and Charts, Mean, Mode and 
Median 

 
The emphasis in GCSE Maths has changed.  There is now an increase in; 
 

1. Using and applying Maths – using what you know to solve problems that may 
have several steps to them 

2. Functional Maths – using Maths in everyday contexts 
3. “Quality of written communication” – answer “why?” or “how?” questions using 

full sentences and proper spelling and grammar.   
 
Assessment  
 
There are two tiers of entry and three modules to be sat: 
Higher (Grades A* - D)      Foundation (C – G) 
 
    % of exam           Focus                     U sual timing 
1 30  Mostly Handling Data     June Y9 
2 30  Number, Algebra, Shape, Space and Measures I   June Y10 
3 40  Number, Algebra, Shape, Space and Measures II        June Y11 
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Triple Sciences GCSE  
AQA 

 

 
Course summary  
 
Over 3 years students cover all aspects of Physics, Chemistry & Biology. This 
course will lead to a triple award for Science. 
Students sit 2 GCSE exams per year.  
 
Year 9 
 
Students cover the basics of a core Science for Physics, Chemistry and Biology.  
They will complete an ISA exam as part of coursework. The first exam, in January 
will consist of a range of questions covering all of the 3 Sciences. The second exam 
will be in June with a similar structure to the first exam. 
 
Year 10 
 
Students cover more detailed aspects of Physics, Chemistry and Biology, linking and 
building on topics covered in year 1 of the course.   
The first exam, in January will consist of a range of questions covering all of the 3 
Sciences from year 2. The second exam will be in June with a similar structure to the 
first exam. 
They will complete an ISA exam as part of coursework. 
 
Year 11 
 
Students once again build on more detailed aspects of Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology from topics covered in year 2 of the course.   
Exams are in January and June. A final ISA will be completed.  
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Double Science GCSE  
AQA 

 

 
Core Science:  
 

Course summary  
 

This course can be taken over 1 or 2 years and leads to 1 GCSE in Science. 
This course covers basic aspects of Physics, Chemistry & Biology over the year. 
Students will sit 3 exams. The first exam is in January, and then the remaining 2 
exams are in June. Each exam is worth 25%. 
The final 25% of the marks are attained through a controlled assessment 
(coursework).   
Some students can then progress onto the Additional Science Course.  
 
 
 
 
  
Additional Science:  
 

Course summary  
 
This course provides a natural progression from Core Science. It can be taken over 
1 or 2 years. It will lead to 1 GCSE in Science.  
 
This course places a greater emphasis on explaining, theorising and modelling 
Science.  It also provides students with a solid foundation to study separate AS and 
A-level Sciences. 
 
For Additional Science students will have three written papers (75% of total grade) 
and they will also have to sit 1 Centre Assessment Unit (CAU) which provides the 
last 25% of marks.   
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Double Science– OCR  
 
Course summary  
 
There are up to 11 individual units 
Each unit has roughly 60 hours of teaching time 
 
The units are: 
 
Unit 1 – Best practice in Science * 
Unit 2 – Materials Science * 
Unit 3 – Forensic Science * 
Unit 4 – Food Science * 
Unit 5 – Science of Health and Body care Products 
Unit 6 – Science of Construction 
Unit 7 – Science and the Environment 
Unit 8 – Science in Sport 
Unit 9 – Investigating Energy Sources 
Unit 10 – Industrial Science 
Unit 11 – The Science of the Universe and Humanity 
* = mandatory units 
 
Each student should achieve a minimum of 3 units 
 
 
There are NO timetabled exams. 
There is also the opportunity for students to do work experience for some/all units. 
 
 
Assessments are marked as Pass, Merit and Distincti on.  
 
To gain a Pass in the National Award in Science a student must achieve 3 
completed units. 
To gain a Merit in the National Award in Science a student must achieve 5 
completed units. 
To gain a Distinction in the National Award in Science a student must achieve 7 
completed units. 
 
 
To complete each unit the student must: 

• Gain the knowledge, understanding and skills specified in the 
unit. 

• Produce evidence to prove that they have met each of the 
assessment objectives listed in each unit. 
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Spanish GCSE  
Edexcel 

 
Course Summary  
 
During the course students will study a range of themes and topic areas: 
 
Speaking and Writing: 
 

• Media and Culture 
• Sport and Leisure 
• Travel and Tourism 
• Business, Work and Employment 

 
Listening and Reading: 
 

• Personal Information : Interests, leisure activities, lifestyle, family and 
friends 

• Customer Service and Transactions:  Cafes, restaurants and shopping 
• Out and About:  Weather, visitor information etc. 
• Future Plans, Education and Work:  Language of the internet, job 

applications, CVs, School and work experience 
 

Assessment  
 
External Examination: 

• Listening and Understanding – 20%  
• Reading and Understanding– 20% 
•  

Controlled Assessment During the Course: 
• Speaking e.g. a presentation or discussion – 30% 
• Writing e.g. magazine articles or emails– 30% 
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German GCSE  
Edexcel 

 
Course Summary  
 
During the course students will study a range of themes and topic areas: 
 
Speaking and Writing: 
 

• Media and Culture 
• Sport and Leisure 
• Travel and Tourism 
• Business, Work and Employment 

 
Listening and Reading: 
 

• Personal Information : Interests, leisure activities, lifestyle, family and 
friends 

• Customer Service and Transactions:  Cafes, restaurants and shopping 
• Out and About:  Weather, visitor information etc. 
• Future Plans, Education and Work:  Language of the internet, job 

applications, CVs, School and work experience 
 

Assessment  
 
External Examination: 

• Listening and Understanding – 20%  
• Reading and Understanding– 20% 
•  

Controlled Assessment During the Course: 
• Speaking e.g. a presentation or discussion – 30% 
• Writing e.g. magazine articles or emails– 30% 
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Language Asset  
OCR 

 
Course summary  
 
 
Students study a flexible range of topics which interest them or will be useful to them 
in their working life.  Typically, the language and structures they learn allow them to 
use the modern foreign language in a practical, communicative way.  For example, 
students will be able to take part in social situations, ask and answer questions, 
express feelings and emotions and give and follow instructions. 
 
 
 
Assessment  
 

As an alternative to GCSE, Asset recognises progress as and when individual 
students are ready in the 4 skills.  Assessment in Asset takes place:- 

• In small steps throughout the year  
• In the separate skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing  
• Through teacher assessment or external assessment.  

There are 4 assessment steps; Breakthrough (Entry Level), Preliminary (Level 1), 
Intermediate (Level 2) and Advanced (Level 3). 

Asset Languages externally-assessed qualifications attract achievement and 
attainment table points. 
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Sport BTEC  
Edexcel 

 
Course summary  
 
It is specifically aimed at participation, officiating, organisations and leadership in 
sport. The course has been designed to generate Sports Ambassadors for the 
school and promote commitment and a positive attitude towards sport.  
 
Core Units:  

• Fitness Testing and Training 
• Practical Sports 

 
Optional Units:  

• Planning and leading Sports Activities 
• Technical and Tactical Awareness 
• Development of Personal Fitness 

 
 

 
Assessment:  
 
The course is 100% coursework and is worth the equivalent to 4 GCSEs. All 
assessment are internally assessed and based on the achievement of specified 
outcomes.  Each unit has specified criteria to be used for grading.  A summative unit 
grade can be awarded at a pass, merit or distinction. 
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Enterprise - Team Leading  
Edexcel 

 
What will I learn? 
 
This qualification is recognised by the Chartered Management Institution. You will 
cover topics such as personal development, information and communication, 
developing good working relationships, using resources and planning work, coaching 
and feedback. 
 
The main aims of the course are:  
 

• To enable you to organise and communicate information 
• To enable you to take charge of your own learning and development  
• To enable you to work effectively in a team 
• To enable you to develop the skills needed to manage others 

 
You will study the following units of work through-out the duration of the course 
.  
Introduction to Team Leading 
Personal development as a team leader  
Team communications 
Team performance 
Being a team leader 
Corporate Social Responsibility 
 
 
Where might it lead? 
 
This qualification is unique in so much as it is recognised by the Chartered 
Management Institute therefore it will be a useful addition whether or not you intend 
to progress to further education or gain employment in any sector. 
 
 
Assessment  
 
You will complete a portfolio of course work as well as a controlled assessment. 
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Philosophy  
 
Course summary  
 
This course in Philosophical thinking sets out to develop and assess thinking and in 
particular thinking and Reasoning Skills. The term ‘Thinking and Reasoning Skills’ is 
used to denote not only the well-established critical thinking skills of analysis, 
evaluation and synthesis but also problem solving, information processing and 
creative thinking. These thinking skills are essential to mature, developed thinking, 
whether in the classroom or outside of school.  

Students are challenged to use their own experiences and emotions through stimuli 
that require them to develop new key skills. These are: 

• Reasoning 
• Evaluation 
• Information Processing 
• Enquiry 
• Creative Thinking 

 
By developing these skills students will begin to understand the wider world around 
them and start to acquire skills of higher thinking. 
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Well Being  
 
Course summary  
 
‘A fun and effective way to improve the way we live our lives.’ 
 
Well-being is not just a subject; something we do once every two weeks. 
 
It is about who we are and how we are with other people.  
 
Good social and emotional skills help us to make friendships, work in teams, solve 
problems, deal with conflict, manage strong feelings, be calmer and optimistic, 
recover from setbacks, compete fairly, and respect others' rights and value diversity. 
 
Greater self-awareness enables us to use our social and emotional skills more 
appropriately. 
 
Well-being lessons give us a chance to discover new things, share experiences and 
to learn how these interact with values, attitudes and beliefs. They are a fun and 
effective way to improve the way we live our lives. 
 
Our curriculum includes: 
 
Relationships, society, engagement and strengths, meaning and purpose, outlook 
and philosophy, resilience, body and mind, and emotions. 
 
Assessment  
 
There is no formal assessment for this work, but Well Being has an impact on all 
areas of life. 
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Art & Design BTEC  
Edexcel 

 
Course summary  
 
This is a Vocational course designed to give pupils and insight into the Art industry. 
Pupils follow design briefs, set within a vocational context, in order to complete 
assignments. Each assignment gives the opportunity for the exploration of Visual, 
tactile and other sensory experiences in order to creatively communicate Art and 
design ideas. Pupils work through a range of assignments that address Unit criteria 
(Assessment objectives). There are 8 units to complete in total, 6 core units and 2 
specialist units. 
 
Specialist Units include:  

• Graphic Design 
• Photography 
• Fashion Design 
• Textiles 
• 3D 
• Visual Arts 
• Interactive Media 

 
Assessment  
This course is coursework based therefore there is no exam. Each project will be 
assessed against 1 or more of the units. 
Sketchbooks are marked once a term and again at the end of each project, 
alongside final outcome. 
Students can achieve a Pass, Merit or Distinction in each unit.  
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Art & Design GCSE  
AQA 

 
Course Summary  
 
Unit 1  – Portfolio of work (4201): Coursework including a ‘Controlled Test’. 
Coursework comprises two projects that contain eight assignments and equates 
60% of final grade. Coursework assignments are assessed upon completion using 
AO4 (Assessment Objective 4), and sketchbooks that support coursework are 
assessed each term using AO1, 2&3). 

Projects Main Outcomes/ Assessed items of work When ? 

Portraiture • A1 - Pencil Portrait 
• A2 - Oil Pastel Portrait 
• A3 - Artist Research   
• A4 - Personal Response 

Term 1/2 
Term 3/4 
Term 3 
Term 5/6 

SCAPE • A5 - Pencil Landscape 
• A6 - Cityscape 
• A7 - Dreamscape 
• A8 - Mock Exam  
• Final Exam 

Term 7/8 
Term 9/10 
Term 11-13 
Term 14 
Term 15 

 
Unit 2  – Externally set task (42012): GCSE examination paper is handed out and 
explained in detail. Students will have 6 weeks to develop ideas and present 
work/evidence for all four assessment objectives. The final (10hr) exam will take 
place over two days, where students will create a final outcome in response to their 
chosen exam theme/ starting point that reflects and links directly to the six week 
preparation/ developments. Both sketchbooks and final outcomes are used for the 
assessment of the final exam, and all four assessment objectives will be used during 
the assessment process. 
 
Assessment  
Coursework – 60% (Unit 1) 
Examination – 40% (Unit 2) 
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Arts Award  
 
Arts Award is a national qualification at levels 1, 2 & 3 – accredited on the QCF and 
managed by Trinity College London in association with Arts Council England. It 
encourages young people to work as artists to develop their own creative practice, 
engage with the world of the arts and share skills through leadership projects. At the 
Wellington Academy the course focuses on Performing Arts – Dance, Drama and 
Music 
 
Course Summary  
Students are guided through the course by an Arts Award Adviser and are able to 
choose the Arts discipline which interests them most, be it Dance, Drama or Music, 
or a combination. 

� young people work on arts challenges  
� visit & review arts events 
� research arts pathways  & careers 
� assist & lead projects 
� create portfolio of evidence 
� assessment by Arts Award adviser, validation by external moderator 

 
The Bronze Award: 
To gain this students must: 
• Take part in an arts activity,  anything from dance to creative writing to beat 
boxing 
• Go to an arts event  of their choice 
• Find an arts hero or heroine , research their story, and discover how they got to 
where they are today 
• Share skills  by helping to run a workshop or by giving a demonstration to others 

Students build a portfolio of ideas and activities in their own personal style and 
format. It might be a folder or sketchbook, a video diary or website – the choice is 
theirs. 

The Silver Award 
To gain this the students must complete 2 units: 
Unit 1: Arts Practice: This is about planning, achieving and reviewing a personal 
challenge in the arts. Students explore their chosen art form and find out how to 
enjoy it within the community. 
Unit 2: Arts Leadership: Students plan and carry out an arts project or lead regular 
arts sessions. This unit is all about leadership, and could include organising an event 
as part of a team, running clubs or workshops, or passing on skills to others. 

Assessment:  

All of the awards are internally assessed by the Arts Award adviser and validation by 
external moderator. There is no final examination. 
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Business Studies BTEC  
Edexcel 

 
Course summary  
 
You will gain a broad understanding of key business activities, how a business 
functions and the role of business within a local national and global context. 
 
The main aims of the course are:  
 

• To provide you with an overview of the business sector  
• To equip you with some of the skills needed in the workplace or in further 

education or training  
• To empower students to take charge of their own learning and development  
• To develop students ICT skills and enable them to understand the importance 

of ICT in a business setting  
 
You will study the following 6 units of work through-out the duration of the course 
.  
Unit 1 – Business Purpose  
Unit 2 – Business Organisations  
Unit 3 – Business Finance and financial forecasting 
Unit 4 – People in Business 
Unit 5 – Customer Relations 
Unit 6 - Marketing 
 
 
Where might it lead? 
 
A Merit or Distinction grade at level 2 will enable you to study Level 3 BTEC 
Business in the 6thform; alternatively this qualification will increase your prospects of 
employment in the business and retail sector. 
 
Assessment  
 
You will complete a portfolio of course work as well as undertake a range of practical 
activities. 
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Business Studies GCSE  
Edexcel 

 
Course summary  
 
You will investigate content which is designed to reflect the ways in which 
businesses operate in a modern day mixed economy. The course will involve 
investigating real life business case studies.  
 
The main aims of the course are:  
 

• To provide you with an overview of the business sector  
• To give you the technical knowledge, skills and understanding associated with 

the world of business  
• To equip you with some of the skills they will need in the workplace or in 

further education or training  
• To empower students to take charge of their own learning and development  
• To develop students ICT skills and enable them to understand the importance 

of ICT in a business setting  
 
You will study the following 7 units of work through-out the duration of the course 
.  
Unit 1 – The ownership and control of business  
Unit 2 – The aims and objectives of business  
Unit 3 – The management of people with a business  
Unit 4 – Finance  
Unit 5 – Production  
Unit 6 – Marketing  
Unit 7 – The external environment & business 
 
 
Where might it lead? 
 
A GCSE in Business Studies at A-C grade will enable you to study either A-Level or 
Level 3 BTEC Business Studies in the 6th form, alternatively this qualification will 
increase your prospects of employment in the business and retail sector. 
 
Assessment  
 
You will sit 2 external examinations and 1 controlled assessment.  
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Business Studies & ICT combined BTEC  
Edexcel 

 

Course summary  
 
BTEC First Extended Certificate is designed to provide specialist work-related 
qualifications in a range of sectors.  At The Wellington Academy it is now possible to 
study towards a combined GCSE equivalent qualification in Business and ICT.  In 
addition, this course offers students the opportunity of setting up and running a small 
business enterprise over the three year duration of the course. 
This course focuses on the vocational application of skills specific to the 
development of a small business enterprise.  Units of work include: 
 
Business ICT 
Unit 1 Business Purposes Unit 1 Communicating in the IT Industry 
Unit 2 Business Organisations Unit 17 Website Development 
Unit 3 Financial Forecasting  
Unit 12 Business Online  
 
Why choose BTEC Firsts for Business and IT? 
The course provides opportunities to gain a nationally recognised vocationally 
specific qualification to enter employment in the Business and IT sector. 
BTEC qualifications are recognised by employers and education institutions. 
The course is flexible and can take into account the developing needs of the student, 
in terms of topics to be covered and delivery methods. 
 
What will I learn? 
The course is delivered using a mixture of practical and theory lessons.  Students 
will work independently on coursework assignments and in small teams on their own 
business development project. 
 
What could I study next? 
This course is ideal for students wishing to develop and move onto the National 
Diploma in Business or ICT, Industry standard or L3 academic qualifications. 
 
What qualification will I achieve? 
The equivalent of 3 GCSEs at A* - C. Students receive 3 grades (2 in Business and 
1 in ICT), at either  

• Distinction* (A* GCSE equivalent)  
• Distinction (A GCSE equivalent)  
• Merit or (B GCSE equivalent)  
• Pass (C GCSE equivalent)  

Assessment  
You will be assessed by a mixture of portfolio, practical activities and formal 
assessments. 
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Catering GCSE  

Catering and Nutrition GCSE  
WJEC 

 
Course summary  
 

• You will be preparing, cooking and presenting food in the majority of your 
lessons and all of the ingredients will be provided free of charge by the 
Academy. 

• You will learn about nutrition and meal planning for different ages and groups 
of people, and find out how to analyse diets and dishes using a nutritional 
analysis website to which we subscribe.  

• You will learn about costing and portion control and will be involved in some 
catering events. For example this year students served a traditional Christmas 
lunch for 46 diners and catered for the Wellington Academy Sports 
presentation Evening. 

• You will study all aspects of the food and drink industry.  
• You will learn about and be required to apply food safety procedures 

throughout the course 
• You will use a range of catering equipment.   

 
What other certificates can I take during the course? 
 

• You will have the opportunity to take a Level 2 certificate in ‘Food Safety 
Awareness in Catering’ which is a nationally recognised qualification. 

 
Nutrition and catering – how is this different? 
 

• In addition to the GCSE Catering and Food Safety courses explained above, 
you will also be able to take a Level 2 award in ‘Healthier Food and Special 
Diets’ 

Where might these courses lead?  

• Onto a post 16 course such as A level Food, Nutrition and Health, which will 
prepare you for a variety of careers in the food industry such as nutritionist or 
dietician within the health service, food technologist, cookery writer or food 
stylist.  

• Onto a Level 3 post 16 course that will lead to a career within the food 
industry or a job within hotels, cafes and leisure facilities.  

Assessment   

Unit 1: You will carry out 2 practical assignments which will involve selecting 
dishes, planning, cooking and evaluating to show the catering skills you have 
developed – 60% 

UNIT 2: Written exam: Catering, food and the customer – 40% 
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Child Development GCSE  
AQA (Home Economics) 

 
Course Summary  
 
This is a course designed to cover a wide range of topics dealing with conception 
and development of children within loving relationships. 
 
Topics included are: 

• Relationships/Conception/Developmental Stages 
• Pregnancy and Birth 
• Care of children 
• Physical, Intellectual, Emotional and Social Development 
• Play and Toys 
• Accident Prevention 
• Children with disabilities 

 
Students must find their own child to study and obs ervations will be carried 
out as homework tasks . 
 
Assessment  
 
Coursework  
 
Observation Study - 40% : (The Observational Coursework Assignment comprises 
the study of a child between 0-4 years over a period of at least six months).  
 
Supervised Research Task - 20% 
 
Final Examination – 40% 
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Construction Skills - City & Guilds  
 

 
 
Course summary  
 
This is a practical course based in the Applied Learning Centre at the Castledown 
Business Park. The course will give you a general overview of the construction 
industry and enable you to learn the skills needed to progress onto a specialist 
course or apprenticeship. 
 
 
The main aims of the course are:  
 
In year one you will complete the following units 
 

• Carpentry 
• Painting and Decorating 
• Plumbing 

 
Depending on your progress you will have the opportunity to specialise in one of the 
above areas for years two and three. 
 
 
Where might it lead? 
 
On completion of your level 2 qualification, you will be able to select a range of 
routes in which to progress; you could chose to study a level 3 course which would 
enable you to go on and study a built environment course at University; alternatively 
you could apply for a work-based apprenticeship; or you could gain employment in 
the building and construction sector. 

 
 
Assessment  
 
You will undertake a number of practical assessments, complete a portfolio and sit 
an end of unit multiple choice exam. 
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Dance GCSE 
AQA 

 

Course Summary  
 
This is a highly creative course which encourages students to develop skills, 
knowledge and understanding of Contemporary Dance, as both performer and 
choreographer. A large proportion of the course is practical; the students work as an 
individual performer as well as in pairs and groups to learn set dances as well as 
choreograph their own original work and respond to a range of different stimuli. 
Alongside this comes the ability to evaluate and analyse performances as the 
students develop their skills of dance appreciation. Please note: students are 
expected to show an enthusiasm for ALL styles of dance. 

 

The course focuses on 4 main areas: 

• Performance 
• Safe Practice 
• Choreography 
• Critical Appreciation 
•  

It should be stressed that there is a certain amount of written work, including a final 
written exam. 

During the course the students will study two set dances from a list of prescribed 
professionals which will be examined in the written paper as well as in some of their 
practical work. 

Assessment  

Unit 1: Critical Appreciation of Dance (written – external assessment) 
Unit 2: Set Dance (practical – external assessment) 
Unit 3: Performance in a duo/group dance (practical -controlled assessment) 
Unit 4: Choreography solo/duo/group (practical – controlled assessment) 
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Digital Photography GCSE  
AQA 

Course Summary  
 
Unit 1  – Portfolio of work (4208): Coursework including a ‘Controlled Test’. 
Coursework comprises three projects that contain eight assignments and equates 
60% of final grade. Coursework assignments are assessed upon completion using 
AO4 (Assessment Objective 4), and journals that support coursework are assessed 
each term using AO1,2 &3). 

Projects Main Outcomes/ Assessed items of work When ? 

Knowledge of 
Photography 

• A1 - Photography Time-Line 
• A2 - DSLR Brochure 
• A3 - Photographer Research   

Term 1 
Term 2 
Term 2 

Portraiture • A4 - Expressive Portraiture 
• A5 - Montage 
• A6 - Personal Response 

Term 3/4 
Term 5/6 
Term 7-9 

Landscape • A7 - Photo Stitching 
• A8 - Dreamscape 
• Mock Exam  
• Final Exam 

Term 10/11 
Term 12/13 
Term 14 
Term 15 

 
Unit 2  – Externally set task (42082): GCSE examination paper is handed out and 
explained in detail. Students will have 6 weeks to develop ideas and present 
work/evidence for all four assessment objectives. The final (10hr) exam will take 
place over two days, where students will create a final outcome in response to their 
chosen exam theme/ starting point that reflects and links directly to the six week 
preparation/ developments. Both journals and final outcomes are used for the 
assessment of the final exam, and all four assessment objectives will be used during 
the assessment process. 
 
Assessment  
 
Coursework – 60% (Unit 1) 
Examination – 40% (Unit 2) 
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Drama GCSE 
Edexcel 

 
Course Summary  
 
The aim of the course is to enable students to develop an enjoyment and 
understanding of live theatre. Much of the work is practical, exploring themes, 
techniques and the Drama medium through improvisation. In the second year of the 
course they focus on the coursework element: 
 

• Unit 1: Drama Exploration – six hours of internally assessed practical 
workshop during which the students respond to a specific theme and 
associated stimuli. This is accompanied by a portfolio of written evidence 
produced under controlled conditions. 

 
• Unit 2: Exploring a text – six hours of internally assessed practical workshop 

in which the students explore a published script through a range of 
improvisation-based activities relating to character, theme and structure of the 
chosen play. This is accompanied by a portfolio of written evidence produced 
under controlled conditions. 

 
In the final year the students produce their last piece of coursework – an evaluation 
of a live theatre production – and focus on the practical examination. 
 
 
Assessment  
 
In addition to the internally assessed coursework, the students sit an exam in the 
Summer of their final year which takes the form of a rehearsed performance in front 
of a visiting external examiner and a live audience. 
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Geography GCSE  
AQA  

 
 
Course Summary  
 
During the course students will study some of the following topics: 
 
 

• Physical Geography.   Possible topics of study include, The Restless Earth, 
Living World, Water on the Land, Rocks, Resources and Scenery, Ice on the 
Land or The Coastal Zone.  In this section we could study features such as 
volcanoes, tsunamis, the rain forest, flooding and cliff collapse. 
 

• Human Geography.   Possible topics of study include Population Change, 
The Development Gap, Tourism and Changing Rural Environments.  In this 
part of the syllabus we could study issues to do with migrants, squatter 
settlements, Fair trade groups, National Parks and commuting. 

 
• Controlled Assessment.  This will be based around one of the topics above. 

 
 
Assessment  
 

• Coursework – 25% 
• Examination – 75% 
• Pupils will be entered for either a Foundation Tier (C to G grades) or a Higher 

Tier (A* to D grades) 
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Hair and Beauty -City and Guilds  
 
 
Course summary:  
 
This qualification is designed to build on your interest and passion for the hair and 
beauty industry, an Introduction to the Hair and Beauty Sector provides you with an 
ideal, practical introduction to prepare you for further learning or training in the Hair 
and Beauty sector. 
 

What does the course involve? 

 
You will study the following mandatory units: 
 
• Introduction to the Hair and Beauty Sector 
• Presenting a Professional Image 
 
You must also choose a range of the following optio nal units : 
 
• Shampoo and Conditioning 
• Hair Plaiting 
• Colour in the Hair and Beauty Sector 
• Styling Women’s Hair  
• Temporary Colour 
• Create a Hair and Beauty Image 
• Health and Safety   
• Skin Care 
• Hand Care 
• Basic Make Up 
• Nail Art 
• Manicure 
• Pedicure 
• Face Painting 
 

Assessment  

 
This course is continuously assessed using a range of methods including 
assignments, coursework, practical performance and portfolio presentation. 
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Health and Social Care GCSE  
Edexcel 

 
Course Summary  
 
For this course students will study four topics: 
 
Unit 1: Understanding Personal Development & Relationships. 
Students will learn about the different factors that influence how people grow and 
develop throughout their lives. 
 
This unit is assessed by an exam lasting 1 hour 15 minutes. 
 
Unit 2:  Exploring Health, Social Care & Early Years’ Provision 
Students will learn about the range of care needs of major service user groups and 
the services that exist to meet these needs. 
 
This unit is assessed by controlled assessment which will involve a report based on 
an investigation of the needs of one service user. 
 
Unit 3:  Promoting Health & Wellbeing 
Students will learn how health, social care and early years practitioners promote the 
health and wellbeing of service users. 
 
This unit is assessed by controlled assessment for which students will need to 
produce a detailed assignment based on a case study of a group of individuals. 
 
Unit 4: Health, Social Care & Early Years in Practice 
Students will further develop their knowledge and understanding of the core 
principles that underlie the work of health, social, care and early years practitioners. 
 
This unit is assessed by an exam lasting 1 hour 15 minutes. 
 
Assessment  
 
Coursework – 60% 
Examination – 40% 
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History GCSE  
AQA 

 
Course Summary  
 

• Unit 1A - Medicine and Public Health Through Time . The focus of the 
course is to develop perspective, through learning continuity and change over 
a long period of time – from prehistory to the present. Themes include: ideas 
on causes and cures of disease, surgery and anatomy, and public health in 
Britain. The exam is source based.  
 

• Unit 2A - Germany 1919-1945.  This takes a detailed look at how Germany 
came to vote for Hitler and the Nazi Party. Students will study how the Nazis 
controlled peoples’ lives and changed life in Germany. The course teaches 
pupils to evaluate all evidence rather than making ‘snap judgements.’ 
 
 

• Unit 3 - Historical Enquiry – History Around Us Con trolled Assessment.  
Students will investigate Corfe Castle. During the course, students will be 
given the opportunity to visit the Castle. Students are tested in a controlled 
assessment and are given approximately 35 lessons of guidance on how to 
answer the assessment questions. The final piece is written in controlled 
conditions. Students are allowed to use any of the materials they have 
created in lessons, but nothing else. The final assessment must be written in 
the presence of a member of staff and not removed from the examination 
centre (in this instance, The Wellington Academy). 

•  
 
Assessment:  
 
Unit 1A - Medicine Through Time – Examination 35% 
Unit 2D - Germany 1918-1945 - Examination 40% 
Unit 3 - Controlled Assessment 25% 
 
There is one tier of entry – A* to G 
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ICT - Digital Creator Qualification(British Compute r Society)  
 
The Digital Creator course is aimed at students who have a particular interest in 
digital media; music, video, animations, podcasts and DVDs.  This course delivers 
digital media skills through creative projects. The course is designed for all types of 
learners and you do not require any specific experience working in this field to take 
this course. Units studied include: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why choose the BCS Digital Creator Course? 
 
This course is for you if you enjoy working and communicating with digital media and 
wish to broaden your experience of creating and sharing digital products. It offers a 
level 2 qualification that would enable progression into a creative level 3 academic or 
vocational ICT course. 
 
How will I learn? 
This course is delivered using a mixture of class based assignment and online 
learning resources.  Students will work on projects both independently and within 
small production teams.  Each learner has a unique code to access 24/7 learning 
and online portfolio.   
 
What could I study next? 
This course is ideal for students wishing to develop creative digital skills with a view 
to progressing into entry level ICT/Graphics/Media employment or into a level 3 
academic or vocational ICT course. 
 
What qualification will I end up with? 
For submission of all 8 units students will gain the equivalent of 2 GCSE B grade 
qualifications. 
 
Assessment  
 
You will be assessed by a mixture of eportfolio, witness statements and formal class 
based and online assessments.  This is a 100% coursework qualification 

 

Digital Creator 
Unit A Digital Audio 
Unit B Digital Images 
Unit C Moving image Language 
Unit D Digital Video 
Unit E Animations 
Unit F Sharing Via Optical Media 
Unit G Sharing via the Internet 
Unit H Sharing through Multimedia presentations 
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Media Studies GCSE  
WJEC or OCR 

Course summary  

The range of media explored and created means that students will be developing an 
understanding of moral, ethical, social, economic and cultural issues. This will be of 
particular interest if you are considering journalism, film-making, web-design, 
advertising, multimedia or radio broadcasting. This course is an opportunity to 
research and explore topics raised in the media as well as creating a production 
piece reflecting the student's interests.   

This may take the form of one of the following:  

A Film; Radio Production; Journalism; Magazine Cover; Poster; Web-site; Animation; 
Pod-casting; Digital Images. 

Why study the media? 

If you are interested in any of the above, then you will enjoy this course. The media 
is a powerful, exciting and expanding form of communication and study of this 
subject area will give you a greater understanding of how it is created.  The rapidly 
developing digital media is another platform for the above areas to use in order to 
persuade people to think in certain ways. These areas will be studied in detail. 

Qualification 

This is a highly recognised GCSE qualification and is ideal for students who wish to 
progress into areas of Media/Film/Art/Politics/English and History.(The OCR pathway 
is also offered as a non-exam alternative to studying the above areas and successful 
completion of this course is worth an equivalent of two GCSE qualifications). 

Assessment  

Unit 1:   Investigating the media 40%; 

Students will investigate a range of media and will develop a critical understanding of 
how the media is constructed.  

Unit 2:   Coursework – Planning and making media 60%; 
This unit is designed to enable candidates to construct a piece of media in the form 
of a print-based text (digital images, poster, magazine cover, comic, DVD cover) or 
audio-visual (digital-film, website, digital-audio, multimedia). 
 
Candidates will be required to produce three pieces of linked coursework. This is a 
chance for the student to choose their own areas of interest, research them in terms 
of target audience and then to construct a media production of their choice (see 
above). 
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Music Technology BTEC  
Edexcel 

 
Course summary  
 
 
UNIT 1: Working in the Music Industry 
 
The idea of this unit is to give you knowledge of the types of employment 
opportunities there are in the music industry.  You will study both musical 
organisations and job roles. 
 
UNIT 2: Professional Development in the Music Industry 
 
You will learn about careers and training in the music industry, thinking about your 
individual skills and how to improve them.  You will set yourself a development plan 
and work towards it over the course. 
 
UNIT 3: Exploring computer systems used by musicians: 
 
You will learn how to operate audio and MIDI equipment, exploring the components 
of computer hardware and software used in music production and performance. 
 
You will use these tools to create pieces of music, including versions of pre-existing 
material and your own compositions. 
 
 
UNIT 4: Producing a musical recording:  
 
You will develop your knowledge of the audio recording equipment that is likely to be 
found in a recording studio.  You will discover how this equipment is used to create a 
finished music recording.  You will ultimately produce a completed mix of a multi-
track recording in MP3 or CD format. 
 
Assessment  
 
100% coursework 
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Music GCSE  
Edexcel 

 
Course summary  
 
UNIT 1: Performance: 30% (coursework) 
 
You will be given free lessons on one instrument of your choice when you begin the 
course.  You must give two performances: one solo and one as part of an ensemble.  
Recordings and scores of the performances must be submitted. 
 
Solo performances may include: 

• Traditional performance  
• Improvisation based on a stimulus 
• Realisation 
• Sequenced performance  

 
 
UNIT 2: Composing: 30% (coursework) 
 
You learn to use a variety of composing tools including computer software and use 
this knowledge to compose your own piece of music based on one of the Areas of 
Study. 
 
 
UNIT 3: Listening & Appraising 40% (exam) 
 
You learn about 4 different areas of study: 
You will develop your listening and appraising skills through the study of music 
across a variety of styles and genres. The content for the unit is grouped into four  
Areas of Study each of which contains three set works. 
 

• Area of Study 1 – western classical music 1600-1899 
• Area of Study 2 – music in the 20th century 
• Area of Study 3 – popular music in context 
• Area of Study 4 – world music 

 
You are then tested on these in a 90 minute exam. 
 
Assessment  
 
60% coursework 
40% exam 
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Physical Education GCSE  
Edexcel 

 

 

Course Summary  
 

The assessment criteria for the Edexcel GCSE Physical Education course are split 
into three distinct fields.   
 
40% of the course is assessed in a formal one and a half hour exam at the end of 
the two years.  There are three sections; short answer, multiple choice and detailed 
questions at the end of the paper. 
 
10% is Analysis of Performance which is subdivided into two parts.  Exercise training 
programmes is a project based piece of work which students complete over the 
summer going from year one to year two.  This component is referred to as 2.2.5 on 
the Examination Board’s criteria.  For the other section we have selected a limited 
level of control whereby the students will be recorded in a question and answer 
situation format and a presentation.  This will be completed at the end of the spring 
term ready for internal assessment and collation for the board. 
 
50% of the course is practical based whereby students in their final year of the 
course will produce video evidence in their chosen sports.  By May 1st each student 
will have four practical video’s ready to be sent off.  Students will select their 
personal sports form the eighty eight options provided by the board.  The Academy 
will offer nine of these sports and the additional sports can be done by an outside 
body. 
 
 
Edexcel can initiate moderation for the 60 % coursework with 3 weeks notice.  This 
would involve an examiner visiting our centre and would request to see a range of 
assessment levels from random candidate numbers.  However as a result of the size 
of our examining centre most work practical sports will be recorded onto DVD and 
sent to the board. 
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Philosophy & Applied Ethics - AS  
OCR 

 
Course Summary  
 
AS Level: Philosophy and Ethics: 
 
Structure: 
 
• For the full course Students study 2 units. 
 
• There is no coursework/controlled assessment. 
 
Unit Titles & Descriptions  
 
Unit G571: Philosophy of Religion  
 
• Ancient Greek influences on philosophy of religion 
• Judaeo-Christian influences on philosophy of religion 
• Traditional arguments for the existence of God 
• Challenges to religious belief 
 
Assessment  
 
G571: AS Philosophy of Religion 
Candidates are required to answer two two-part essay questions from a choice of 
four. 
50% of the total AS GCE marks 
1.5 hour written paper 
 
G572: AS Religious Ethics 
Candidates are required to answer two two-part essay questions from a choice of 
four. 
50% of the total AS GCE marks 
1.5 hour written paper 
 

 
 

 

 

Unit G572: Religious Ethics 

 

• Ethical theories 

• Applied ethics topics 
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Public Services BTEC  
Edexcel 

 
Course summary  
 
BTEC First Extended Certificate designed to provide specialist work-related 
qualifications in a range of sectors. It provides learners with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills that they need to prepare for employment.   
The BTEC Extended Certificate focuses on the : 
 

 
Why choose BTEC First in (Uniformed) Public Service s? 
The course provides opportunities to gain a nationally recognised vocationally 
specific qualification to enter employment in the (uniformed) Public Services. 
 
How will I learn? 
The course is delivered using a mixture of practical and theory lessons.  Students 
will work independently on coursework assignments and in small groups on class 
based projects. In addition there will be an opportunity for some students to 
undertake an entry level physical fitness tests and learn specialist survival skills. 
 
What could I study next? 
On successful completion of a BTEC First qualification, learners can progress to the 
sixth form or within employment and continue their study in the same or related 
vocational area by studying for a National Diploma in (Uniformed) Public Services, 
Level 3 Industry standard or academic qualification. 
 
What qualification will I end up with? 
For successful completion of all units, students gain the equivalent of 2 GCSEs 
at A* - C. 

• Distinction* (A* GCSE equivalent)  
• Distinction (A GCSE equivalent)  
• Merit or (B GCSE equivalent)  
• Pass (C GCSE equivalent) 

Assessment  
 
You will be assessed by a mixture of portfolio, witness statements and formal 
assessments in the form of workbooks. This is a 100% coursework qualification. 
 

Units  
Unit 1 Public Service Skills 
Unit 5 Improving Health and Fitness for Entry to the Uniformed Public 
Services 
Unit 15 Expedition Skills in the Public Services 
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Resistant Materials GCSE  
Edexcel 

 
Course Summary:  
 
This course is based around the use of wood, metal and plastic and their properties.  
Pupils will design and make a variety of small items, using a mixture of hand tools 
and machinery to produce the final items.   
 
Pupils will gain knowledge of types of materials available, their everyday uses and 
suitable ways to work with the materials.  The pupils will learn which materials they 
enjoy working with and will end up specialising in one material for the coursework.  
 
Topics and Skills Include:  
  

• Making and disassembling functioning products 
• Using and understanding materials such as wood, metal and plastics.  
• Learning hand and craft skills. 
• Using industrial processes.  
• Using CAD/CAM. 
• Understanding technology and engineering 
• Invaluable transferable skills such as problem solving and time management. 

 
Current KS4 projects include: 
 
Mirror frames 
Wooden Car 
Shield Key-rings  
Trophies 
Candle Holder 
Clock (plastic laser cutting task)  
CAM/CAD designing work  
National Design Competition  
 
Assessment:  
 
Unit 1  
Coursework 60% -Creative Design and Make Activities  
This unit will involve producing a design folder of the design process and making a 
final product. 
 
Unit 2  
Examination 40%-Knowledge and Understanding of RMT 
This unit is assessed through a 90-minute examination paper which will have 
multiple-choice, short-answer, writing and drawing questions. 
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Sport BTEC  
Edexcel 

 
Course summary  
 
Sport’s contribution to the UK economy is over £8 billion each year. Year after year 
the sport sector outperforms the rest of the UKin terms of financial wealth and 
provides work for more than 600,000 people. However, a third of this workforce has 
either no formal qualifications or are only qualified to a level 1.   
 
The aim of this course is to prepare learners for a career in the Sports and Leisure 
industry and is specifically aimed at participation, officiating, organisations and 
leadership in sport.  
 
Core Units:  

• Fitness Testing and Training 
• Practical Sports 

 
Optional Units:  

• Injury in Sport 
• Planning and leading Sports Activities 
• Technical and Tactical Awareness 
• Development of personal Fitness 
• Planning and Leading an Event 
• Exercise and Fitness instruction 
• Lifestyle and the Sports Performer 

 
Assessment:  
 
The course is 100% coursework and is worth the equivalent to 4 GCSEs. All 
assessment are internally assessed and based on the achievement of specified 
outcomes.  Each unit has specified criteria to be used for grading.  A summative unit 
grade can be awarded at a pass, merit or distinction. 
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Sociology GCSE  
AQA 

 
Course Summary  
 
The Sociology course is a single option and leads to one full GCSE award.  Students 
study two units covering seven topic areas during the course. 
 
Unit 1 

1. Studying Society 
2. Education 
3. Families 

Unit 2 
4. Crime & Deviance 
5. Mass Media 
6. Power 
7. Social Inequality 

 
Students will initially study an introduction unit:  ‘Studying Society?’ This module 
introduces students to key theories, concepts and research methods used in the 
study of Sociology.  Students will then investigate a range of sociological issues in 
the other topic areas such as:  The diversity of family life in Britain, the purpose of 
Education, the British class structure and defining and explaining criminal behaviour. 
 
 
Assessment  
 
Assessment is by two unit exams at the end of each year, each worth 50% of the 
final grade. 
 
Students entered can achieve the full range of grades from A* - G. 
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Textiles GCSE  
AQA 

Course Summary  
 
Unit 1  – Portfolio of work (4204): Coursework including a ‘Controlled Test’. 
Coursework comprises two projects that contain eight assignments and equates 
60% of final grade. Coursework assignments are assessed upon completion using 
AO4 (Assessment Objective 4), and journals that support coursework are assessed 
each term using AO1, 2 &3). 

Projects Main Outcomes/ Assessed items of work When ? 

Portraiture • A1 - Applique and hand stitch Portrait 
• A2 - Machine stitch and fabric paint 

portrait 
• A3 - Artist Research   
• A4 - Personal Response 

Term 1/2 
Term 2/3 
 
Term 3 
Term 3/4 

SCAPE • A5 - Fabric collage and stitch Landscape 
• A6 - Weaving Techniques 
• A7 - Knitting and Felt Techniques 
• A8 - Mock Exam  
• Final Exam 

Term 5-7 
 
Term 8/9 
Term 10-12 
Term 13 
Term 14 

 
Unit 2  – Externally set task (42042): GCSE examination paper is handed out and 
explained in detail. Students will have 6 weeks to develop ideas and present 
work/evidence for all four assessment objectives. The final (10hr) exam will take 
place over two days, where students will create a final outcome in response to their 
chosen exam theme/ starting point that reflects and links directly to the six week 
preparation/ developments. Both sketchbooks and final outcomes are used for the 
assessment of the final exam, and all four assessment objectives will be used during 
the assessment process. 
 
 
Assessment  
Coursework – 60% (Unit 1) 
Examination – 40% (Unit 2) 
 


