
Useful Literacy Techniques! 

Technique Description of its use How to do this / where 

to find out more 

Literacy based starter 

 

Include a starter on 

paragraphs, capital 

letters etc. after 

identifying areas to be 

improved based on 

written work. 

Lots of literacy activities 

online.  English 

department would be 

happy to help if there is 

a resource that you 

would like but can’t find. 

Including a literacy 

outcome 

 

E.g. Create a leaflet to 

inform people about 

natural disasters.  

Literacy outcome: use a 

colon to introduce a list 

of bullet points. 

Try to link to common 

class errors or to a 

technique / device which 

would improve a 

particular piece of 

writing. 

Identify PALL 

Purpose 

Audience 

Language 

Layout 

 

Before starting a piece of 

writing identify PALL and 

discuss how purpose and 

audience would affect 

language and layout 

choices. 

Write up on the board.  

Most students are used 

to doing this in English. 

With language, focus on 

the level of formality, 

use of Standard English. 

Teaching the 

conventions of writing 

genres 

 

E.g. Before starting a 

diary entry – teach the 

conventions. Past tense, 

first person, informal 

writing style etc. 

See table 1 for some 

sample resources / 

posters that you could 

use in the classroom 

Scaffolding writing / 

writing frames 

 

To guide students. 

Gradually move away 

from writing frames, 

asking students to create 

their own writing frame 

/ plan before writing. 

Could be made specific 

to your piece of work. 

Generic writing frames 

on Table 2. 

Sentence starters 

 

Give students sentence 

starters, come up with 

them as a class and 

gradually ask students to 

think of their own 

sentence starters before 

writing. 

These are best linked to 

the specific piece of 

work. 



Modelling 

 

Lead the class in a model 

paragraph of that 

particular style of 

writing. Ask students to 

contribute, correct and 

improve together. 

Can be done on the 

whiteboard or 

interactive whiteboard.  

All students to 

participate as much as 

possible, if only to 

contribute a word or 

piece of punctuation. 

Teaching connectives 

 

Give students 

connectives suitable for 

their piece of writing to 

help them create 

cohesion in their writing. 

Students have these in 

the back of the student 

organisers. 

Correction code 

 

To be used to point out 

literacy errors, a starter / 

homework could be to 

make the corrections 

identified. 

See table 3 for a sample 

correction code. 

Peer editing Ask students to take on 

the role of the teacher, 

using the correction 

code to help peers 

improve their writing. 

Correction code 

mentioned above. 

Word wall / Topic map 

 

Key word wall / map to 

support students in the 

development of subject 

specific vocabulary. 

Specific to individual 

departments. 

Spelling Diary 

 

A record of words which 

students commonly spell 

incorrectly. 

See the back of the 

student organisers. 

Pair reading / group 

reading 

Pair / group reading, as a 

change from whole class 

reading, to ensure that 

all students have the 

opportunity to read 

No resources needed 

but a discussion about 

expectations before 

starting would probably 

help. 

 


